
Drive Your Literacy Instruction Through Writing
Marlise Witham

 

Implement a writing program that will create success for each of your students.  Develop receptive and expressive language skills while teaching phonics, fluency, and comprehension strategies.  Create a closer connection between you and your students.  

Build a classroom writing community.
Introduction:  

In 1949, Ralph W. Tyler published a book that chronicled an eight-year study on curriculum and instruction.  In Basic Principles of Curriculum and Instruction, Tyler asserted that the following four principles needed to guide any curricular project:

1. Defining appropriate learning objectives.


2. Establishing useful learning experiences. 


3. Organizing learning experiences to have a maximum cumulative effect. 


4. Evaluating the curriculum and revising those aspects that did not prove to be 
effective.
Tyler went on to contend that learning needs to be measured by what the student can “do” rather than what an instructor has taught.  One of his most no[image: image2.png]
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ted students, Benjamin Bloom, gave us further insight into how learning takes place.  Bloom’s research taught us that student thought and actual student experiences should drive classroom instruction.  He possessed boundless optimism in the infinite potential of the human mind and cognitive development.  His teachings and writings (Bloom’s Taxonomy and Mastery Learning) promoted higher-level thinking.  Both Tyler and Bloom believed that all students could learn and it is the instructor’s duty to find a way to make this happen. 

More recent research and writings by Howard Gardner and others have shown teachers that each student possesses a unique combination of strengths (intelligences) and weaknesses.  Educators can minimize weaknesses and capitalize upon academic achievement through a student’s strengths.  

A balanced reading and writing program that incorporates multi-sensory learning through the use of manipulatives and multi-sensory activities creates the support that will meet the diverse needs of your students.

Why write?
· Writing involves using higher-level thinking skills.
· Writing incorporates a student’s prior experiences.
· Writing is meaningful to each child.
· Writing integrates all literacy skills.
· Writing is a vehicle for differentiated instruction.
How do I begin?
The first week of school:
Individual Language Experience Chart (ILES):
This activity is taken from Never Too Early To Write, by Bea Johnson (1999, Maupin House Publishing, Inc.).  I highly recommend you purchase this book, read it, and add it to your professional reading library.
1. Choose an author of the day.
2. Write the date (randomly select [image: image4.png]


styles).
3. Written by . . .
4. Student dictates a (complete) sentence.  
5. Class repeats the sentence.
6. Teacher writes the sentence while sounding out the words, asking the students questions, and noticing key concepts.
7. Repeat until the chart paper is filled.
8. Teacher reads the story using the pointer.
9. The class reads the story.
10. The class is allowed to ask the author three questions about the story.
11. “Magic Words” or other key concepts
12.   Use this activity as a springboard or review activity for punctuation, parts of speech, spelling, and phonics instruction.
Youtube Demo:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G3r_Dmo-ObY
and

Questions and Magic Words:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dHlmnyqajBU
Name Activities (taken from the Building Blocks Literature):

This activity is derived from Month-By-Month Reading and Writing For Kindergarten, Systematic, Multilevel Instruction, by Dorthy Hall and Patricia M. Cunningham (1997, Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.).  
· Write the names of each of your students on a sentence strip and place them in a container.
· Draw the name of the “Student-of-the-day”
· Have this student come to the front of the class
· Do a name cheer.  “Give me a ____.”
· Lead the class in interviewing the student.
· Repeat the name cheer.
· Cut the letters apart, have the student-of-the-day put the letters back together
· The student-of-the-day chooses another classmate to put the name puzzle together.
· The teacher guides the class in wri[image: image5.png]
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ting the student’s name (stroke-by-stroke in kindergarten) on a blank sheet of paper.  
· Students’ draw the student-of-the-day.
· Place the featured student’s drawing of himself/herself on a bulletin board above the sentence strip with his/her name.  Bind the other students’ pictures of the featured student in construction paper and send it home with the student-of-the-day.
· Repeat this procedure until each student has had the opportunity to be student-of-the-day.
· Use the bulletin board to compare letters that are common in each of the names.  Names that are long, names that are short, syllables, and other concepts.
· When all of the students have been featured, take the bulletin board down and bind the pictures in a class book, “Special Friends”.  
Class Books:

This process is written in The Teacher’s Guide to Building Blocks, by Dorthy P. Hall and Elaine Williams (2000, Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.).  I have modified the format to suit the needs of my students.
Day One:
1. Begin by reading a predictable piece of literature (big books are preferable if available).
2. Dictate Sentences on chart paper (teacher may model)
Day Two:
1. Re-read the book (use highlighting tape to mark key words or letters)
2. Touch-read the sentences
Day Three:
1. Re-read the book (students should be reading along with you)
2. Select three sentences from the students’ writing for sentence building activities.
Day Four:
1. Re-visi[image: image7.png]


t the book
2. Create a class book
· Type words for children and cut them apart in the beginning. Gradually type fewer and fewer words for them.
· I prefer to use pastel typing paper so that the children can see the words on the paper better.
Day Five:
1. Re-read the piece of literature
2. Read your class book
3. Compare and contrast
4. Make the class book available in the reading center
Extension:  

Combine days two and three.  Write a rough draft on day four.  Conference with individual students discussing the rough draft or have pairs of students edit one another’s work.  You will need to model the editing process before allowing students to edit each other’s writing.
Theme 1:  School
· In a Classroom, School Tools, Classroom Commands, Around the School
1. Mouse’s First Day of School, by Lauren Thompson (I found a . . . )
2. If You Take a Mouse to School, by Laura Numeroff (He will want a . . )
Theme 2:  All About Me
· My Body, Feelings, Taking Care of Myself, Feeling Sick
1. Quick as a Cricket, by Audrey Wood (I am . . . )
2. I Like Me, by Nancy Carlson (I like . . . )
3. Things I Like, by Anthony Browne (I like . . . )
Theme 3:  Family and Home
· Who Is in a Family?, What Do Families Do?, Houses and Homes, What’s Inside a Home?
1. Does a Kangaroo Have a Mother, Too?, by Eric Carle (Does a ___ have a mother, too?)
2. In a People House, by Theo LeSieg (I see . . . You see . . . )
Theme 4:  Social Courtesies
· Hello and Good-bye, Introductions, Phone Calls, Mealtime Manners
Theme 5:  Numbers, Colors, Shapes, Money, Sizes
· Numbers and Colors, Shapes, Money, Comparing Sizes
1. Fish Eyes, Lois Ehlert (I see number word, color word fish.)
2. Brown Bear, Brown Bear What Do You See?, Eric Carle (I see a color work, animal word.)
3. Sea Shapes, Suse MacDonald
Theme 6:  Let’s Eat!
· The Food Pyramid, Meals, At the Table, Cooking Fun
1. The Wide-Mouthed Frog, Keith Faulkner (I eat . . . )
2. Green Eggs & Ham, Dr. Seuss (I do not like . . . )
3. The Very Hungry Caterpillar, Eric Carle (On _____, I ate a _________.)
Theme 7:  Time and Weather
· Telling Time, The Calendar, The Weather, The Seasons
1. It Looked Like Spilt Milk, Charles G. Shaw (It looked like _________, but it wasn’t a _________.)
Theme 8:  Clothing
· Everyday Clothes, Getting Dressed, Outdoor Clothes, Get Ready for Sports
1. The Jacket I Wear in the Snow, Shirley Neitzel (This is the _____ I wear in the snow.)
Theme 9:  Community
· Neighborhood Places, Community Workers, Communication, Shopping

1.  Sing a Song of People, Lois Lenski (People on the . . . )

2.  Who Uses This?, Margaret Miller (___________ uses this.)
Theme 10:  Going Places
· Transportation, Outdoor Safety, Places to Go, Following a Map
Journals:
It is critical that you model phonemic spelling for your students for several weeks before introducing journal writing.  Students who wish to please the teacher are often hesitant to experiment with writing words.  Share examples of temporary spelling.  Stress the importance of recording ideas even if the customary spelling of the words has not yet been mastered.  
· Each student should have journal[image: image8.png]


 of his/her own.
· The class spends five minutes writing in the journal each day.
· The teacher briefly conferences with each student afterward.
· You may want to write the sentences for developmentally younger students, or write the sentence on a white strip of paper to cut apart and have the child arrange in order.  
Journals are a great assessment tool.  Use the data gathered from journals to drive your guided reading and spelling instruction.
Literacy Centers:
· “Just Right” books
· Working with Words Center
· Writing Center – Author’s Chair
· Designate a time each day for students to share what they have written
· Teach students to respond to one another’s writing
· Share something you liked about the piece
· Ask a question about the piece
· Share something the author could have added or written differently
Learning centers allow students to explore and practice the skills covered above.
Class/School Newspaper:
1. Begin by brainstorming topics that might make interesting stories or features for the newspaper
2. Choose which you will include in the class newspaper
· Stories about events in our school (field trips, D.A.R.E., music program, field day, the breakfast supervisor, kindergarten, new staff and/or students)
· Jokes
· Surveys 
· Recipes
· Calendar of events
· Cafeteria Menus 
· Top ten lists
· Puzzles (see websites lis[image: image9.png]
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ted in resources)
3. Write questions and schedule interviews
4. Conduct interviews and write stories
5. Collect information for jokes and surveys
6. Compile information for the newspaper
Newspapers are an excellent opportunity to implement the complete writing process.  Students are able to write, proofread, edit, and publish.  This is also an excellent opportunity to explore the many different functions that writing serves.

[image: image1]
Summer Literacy Program:
1. Begin with by polling parents to determine if there is enough interest in the program to make it worthwhile (see the attached letter that I used).
2. Determine who will participate in the program, how long the program will last, and what you want to include in each packet.  I used a commercially made journal and series of readers because the consistent weight made shipping costs easy to approximate.
3. Determine the cost of the packet (purchasing supplies, incentives, postage, and/or staffing).  My local post office helped me to determine the price of postage.  We were able to use the ‘library rate’, which saved a great deal of money.  Develop a proposal to present to the board of education or administration.  Remember to mention that this program will be much less expensive than a fully staffed summer school program.  Although the benefits are not the same, this is a way to keep students reading if a summer reading or summer enrichment program is not available in your area.  
4. Develop a system for implementing the program.  How will you record which books the students have read?  How often will you send out the packets?  I suggest pre-printing return address labels and developing other timesaving techniques.
5. Develop an incentive system.  Why will students and parents want to participate?  
6. Clarify any parent questions or concerns during parent-teacher conferences or over the phone.
7. Send home a note to remind parents when the program will begin, when it will end, and what is expected.
8. Begin your program!
“Touchdown to Literacy”

I know summer vacation is still months away, but June will be here before you know it.  Summer brings many terrific opportunities for children:  time to explore, swim, play, play t-ball, and be a kid.  The long summer break is also a time when children forget many of the skills they learned if they do not use them periodically.  According to Marie Clay, founder of Reading Recovery, this loss is greatest for children in the primary grades.

If there is interest, we would like to conduct a summer literacy program for the kindergarten and first grade classes through the mail, “Touchdown to Literacy”.  The program would last 10 weeks; we would send home the first literacy packet with the participating students on the last day of school (May 26) and the final packet would be returned the week of August 1.  A packet would be mailed to your child each week.  The packet would include a reading book, materials for word work, a journal, and a postage-paid envelope.  During the week you and your child would read the book, do the word activities, write a journal entry, and place the materials[image: image11.png]


 in the mail by Wednesday.  We would receive the packet, respond to the journal, and mail a new packet on Friday.  

Each child will gain 10 yards for each completed packet.  Students gaining 80 yards over the summer would be rewarded in the fall with a field trip to the high school football field.  We will have a picnic, and Coach Romeiser has agreed to teach us to kick field goals and play some games.

This format was chosen because it would be cost effective (we have the materials, the only cost to the district would be postage and transportation to the field trip).  The children will enjoy receiving mail, and the at-home format should allow time for summer activities.  

If you are interested in participating, please sign the form below and return it to school.

Thank You,

Mrs. Witham 

________________________________________________________________________

_____  YES, I would like my son/daughter to participate in the “Touchdown to Literacy” summer reading program.

_____  NO, we are not interested in participating this summer.

Your Signature  _______________________________________________________

May 25, 2005

Dear Families,
I am sending home the first of the summer homework packets.
1. Please have your child read the enclosed book to you.
2. Complete one or more of the activities at the back of the book with the Reading Rod cubes.
3. Return the cubes to their plastic bag.
4. Have your child write in the enclosed journal AT LEAST once during the week.
5. On or before Thursday, June 2, place the journal and the book in the enclosed stamped envelope and place it in the mail.  DO NOT MAIL THE CUBES.  You will keep the same set until the end of the summer reading program.  This will save time and postage.
I ask that you guard the Reading Rods and return them to their plastic bag when your son or daughter is not using them.
Thank you for participating in this project!  Please share any feedback that you may have.
Sincerely,
Mrs. Tiffany

Resources:
· Marlise Witham, ELL/Mustang Academy teacher, Newell-Fonda Schools.  E-mail:  withamm@newell-fonda.k12.ia.us.  Phone number:  712-299-5113.  Twitter:  @Marlise6

· Never Too Early to Write, by Bea Johnson (1999, Maupin House Publishing, Inc.)

· Growing Up Writing, by Connie Campbell Dierking and Sherra Ann Jones (2003, Maupin House Publishing, Inc.)

· Month-By-Month Reading and Writing For Kindergarten, Systematic, Multilevel Instruction, by Dorthy Hall and Patricia M. Cunningham (1997, Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.).

· The Teacher’s Guide to Building Blocks, by Dorthy P. Hall and Elaine Williams (2000, Carson-Dellosa Publishing Company, Inc.).

· Reading Rods Phonemic Awareness Instruction and Activity Books, by Mary Beth Spann (2001, Learning Resources, Inc.)

· Basic Principles of Curriculum and Instruction, by Ralph W. Tyler (1949)

· http://school.discovery.com/clipart/index.html, great site for great clip art (FREE!)

· This is a site I have used to help students create puzzles for the school newspaper and classroom assignments:  http://puzzlemaker.school.discovery.com/
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